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March Meeting via Zoom WVARA Repeaters (W6PIY) 
Band Frequency PL 
Compact Loop Antennas 6 Meters | 52.580-MHz | 151.4 Hz 
Michelle Paquette, AA6MP 2 Meters 147.39+ MHz 151.4 Hz 
1.25 Meters | 223.96- MHz 156.7 Hz 
Wednesday, March 9 0.70 Meter | 441.35+ MHz 88.5 Hz 
0.23 Meter 1286.2- MHz 100 Hz 


Meeting Starts at 7pm 
Visitors Are Welcome! 


WVARA’s club net is on the W6PIY repeat- 

ers each Tuesday at 8:30 pm. All repeaters 

: are linked together during the net. The net 

there will not be a meeting control script can be found at www.wvara.org 
at American Red Cross. in the “On The Air” dropdown. 


Due to the corona virus, 


The next monthly WVARA meeting will be at 7pm on Wednesday, March 9, via 
Zoom. Zoom instructions have been sent via the WVARA reflector and can likewise 
be obtained by contacting K6EI — his email is available via QRZ. Hope to see you 
there! Jim, K6El, WVARA Vice President 


Monthly Presentation 


Our March 9 presentation will cover the theory 
behind compact loop antennas. The practical 
usage and unexpected quirks of popular mag- 
netic loop antennas will be explored. 


Our speaker, Michelle Paquette (AA6MP) 

has worked in fields from nuclear power plant 
operations to systems software and software 
engineering, as both an engineer and an in- 
structor. As an engineer she holds 19 patents 
for inventions used by hundreds of millions 

of people every day, in Apple’s Macs, iPads, 
and iPhones. As an instructor she has trained 
people in such varied areas as nuclear power 
plant operations, programming of in-circuit test 
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systems and factory robots. Michelle is a past president of the Benicia Amateur Radio Club, 
and an instructor in Mt Diablo Amateur Radio Club’s license classes, as well as a speaker and 
trainer in a number of other programs. When not teaching she is often found baking, doing finish 
carpentry, restoring old vacuum tube equipment or tinkering with compact antennas. 


Upcoming Meetings and Events 


March 9 Michelle Paquette, AA6MP Compact Loop Antennas 


April 9 Electronic Flea Market hosted by WVARA 
April 13 Stan Dye, KC7ZXE Fun with Nano VNAs 
May 11 Jim Peterson, K6EI All Things Field Day 


WVARA Running Electronics Flea Market on Saturday, April 9 


Calling all WVARA Members! 


After a two year break due to COVID, the ASVARO Electronics Flea Market is scheduled to 
return on April 9 — and WVARA will be in charge of that day’s event. 


The location will most likely be in Sunnyvale, although ASVARO is still in the process of negoti- 
ating the final details with the intended host. More information to come shortly. 


So be sure to mark your calendar, because we will need volunteers for a number of key jobs, 
including: loading the van on Friday, collecting payments from vendors at the gate bright and 
early on Saturday, setting up the snack tent Saturday morning, selling Donuts and Coffee Satur- 
day, tearing down the snack tent Saturday afternoon, helping participants clean up after them- 
selves Saturday afternoon, removing chalk marks in the parking lot, making sure the parking lot 
is in better shape than we found it, hauling cardboard to the recycling center, and unloading the 
van on Saturday afternoon. 


You can track the latest Electronics Flea Market news on the ASVARO webpage: 
https://www.electronicsfleamarket.com/schedule 


- Jim, K6EI 
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Field Day 


Those two words bring excitement, and thoughts of enjoyment and accomplishment, not to mention the thrill of a 
friendly competition, to the minds of many amateur radio operators worldwide. 


In the June 1933 edition of QST on page 15, W1BDI (F.E.Handy) inserted an announcement that excited the amateur 
radio world, and still does. He announced an ‘International Field Day’ to test portable operation in the field. He lived 
to see the expansion of activity become the non-contest contest that it is now, more or less. He enjoyed operating in 
the activity himself, and became a silent key in 1981. 


The results of this first announced Field Day did not mention the total number of participants — but there were many — 
the apparent ‘high score’ was 1470 points as reported in the September 1933 QST. Scoring included points for the type 
of station contacted, DX and Sections, etc. The report to be made to ARRL HQ was to be completed within the week 
following — and since those were the days of mail carried by trains — that would have been quite limiting — unless the 
post mark was used as a determinant. Logs were all paper. And it appears that many of the entrants provided what we 
would call ‘soapbox’ commentary on their operations. 


The 2nd Field Day as announced in the June 1934 QST introduces the concept of the Field Day being a practice exercise 
for emergency operations in the field, and also introduces transmitter power levels as multipliers for determining scores. 
This year, the ‘high score’ was 522 points with 58 Q’s. The report only mentions selected stations and does not 
enumerate the total number of entrants. 


Remember, those were the days of tubes and crystals, large antennas, bulky receivers, and low power. And 1933 was 
the start of recorded solar cycle 17, so propagation probably was a problem, too. 


Much has changed since that time. Through the years Field Day has evolved considerably. Transmitter power and mode 
remain factors in scoring, but the number of DX stations and Sections no longer are players. Scores and participants 
have increased astronomically. And the date has settled on ‘the last full weekend in June’, as it was not so in the 
beginning. 


Some folks approach the activity as a contest, others as an exercise in emergency preparedness, still others as an excuse 
to travel to somewhat remote areas and operate. All are different , yet related, aspects of this hobby. 


Of interest is the following article, from the June 2012 QST. 
[SS 


“Boy Scout Radio Field Day,” December 15, 1923 
An emergency scenario near the ARRL Headquarters building 
may just have been the first Field Day — with a somewhat different 
twist than our modern version. The joint ham-Boy Scout operation 
featured none other than ARRL President Hiram Percy Maxim, 
1AW. A 14 point scenario set the scene: The Scouts were to locate 
a missing “crazy man,” and the ham station was to relay information 
on his condition to 1AW (HPM's house a few miles away). 


First Field Day? This group of Amateur Radio operators and scouts 
congregated in West Hartford, Connecticut in December 1993 ta 
practice their search and rescue and communications skills. ARRL 
Traffic Manager Fred H. Schnell, 1MO, is at the key and President 
Maxim is at the right. [ARRL archive photo] 


Reprinted with permission, June 2012 QST; copyright ARRL 


And our friends across the pond also operated in the field in the early days as this undated photo of an operator at his 
operating setup shows: 
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Reproduced by kind permission of the Radio Society of Great Britain 


| like the small wall tent, with the central poles. It looks like a mismatched set — the front pole potentially being a 
flagpole in 3 sections with the finial on top. 


The photo reminds me of some of my operating in years gone by, cramped tent, making use of what | had available. 
However, my XYL wouldn’t let me get away with using her dining room chairs in that manner! 


CQ FD 2022, hopefully from Mora Hill in Los Altos Hills. 


Tom W6ESL 
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WVARA Net Check-Ins (W6PIY) 
Tuesdays at 8:30 PM 

Name 02/08/22 02/15/22 02/22/22 03/01/22 

23 17 20 15 
Roy X 
Bill X Xx x xX 
Jim Xx x xX 
Mike X 
Dan X X 
Rob X 
Steve x x x 
Dan x 
David xX xX 
Svend x x x 
Jeff xX 
Ross X x x 
Kevin NET NET NET NET 
Tim Xx xX x xX 
Jim Xx Xx x 
Ryan xX X x 
Dick xX X x xX 
Wayne xX Xx xX 
Matt x 
Andy xX 
Scott X x 
Max X x xX 
Mark X X x 
Steve X x 
Ron X x x 
Bill xX 
Steve X x 
Mark xX x xX 
Dave x x x x 
Greg xX x x xX 


Welcome to our new members! 
Bill Parsons, AF6AE 
Jason Mills, W6WUF 
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2022 WVARA Board 


President: Clay Couger, N5YJZ 
Vice President: Jim Peterson, K6EI 
Secretary: Mark Sayre, W6IA 
Treasurer: Max Lanfranconi, W6BG 
Past President: Bill Fehring, W9KKN 


Directors: 

Bobby Barnett, KOXI, 2021-2022 
Svend Jensen, KF6EMB, 2021-2022 
Kevin Smith, KK6VF, 2021-2022 
Chuck Kamas, AD6CL, 2022-2023 
Steve Sergeant, KC6ZKT, 2022-2023 
Dave Schultheis, WB6KHP, 2022-2023 


The Heterodyne is published monthly 
by the West Valley Amateur Radio 
Association and sent to all club mem- 
bers via the web. Please obtain per- 
mission from the author to re-publish 
any article in this publication. 
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Club Web Page: www.wvara.org 
Heterodyne Editor: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
Internet Postmaster: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
LOTW Certificates: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
Meeting Refreshments: Kevin Smith, 
KK6VF 

Repeater Trustee: Chuck Kamas, AD6CL 
Webmaster: Larry Goodwin, KG6ENF 


Speaker Committee: 
John Glass, NU6P 
Scott Emery, AD6RY 
Jim Peterson, K6El 
Jon Kelley, KEWV 
Phil Verinsky, W6PK 


Club address: 

West Valley Amateur Radio Assn 
P.O. Box 6544 

San Jose, CA 95150-6544 
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